July 1, 1947 


For your information 


There's been a lot of good State-level 
‘planning going on this spring. That! Ss 
ee conclusion I can't help' coming to in» 
orts ‘from some. of. the States. Would that we could hear from more 


ae Oa by the State news letters, a relatively new progect i a 
s te offices, In many of these we've noted timely suggestions about 
eae labor, about teens with schools, Bae SO ON. We're 


Connecticut has a new farm labor bill 
TxE BOOKS IN aa ag on youth, State Supervisor Putnam tells 
ola us it restricts employment of youth bis 
4 on all ‘farms sia vine 15 or more youth, The workday; is limited to a» ga 
urs and 6 days a week for 14- and 15-year-olds. Connéct icut’'s State she 
: nt of perc iibae will administer the bill. | Ng 


Sylvia Colt must be an interesting ‘ge 
girl to know. After you've read: her im 
article in the latest issue of The a 
nt. Porn Waitnkiar you'll agree with me, I think, Sylvia is a New York 
rac She! sa freshman at 


en ross a long time, Look for them in the eres of Phe Volunteer | 
oon Beaate your waye. “ht 


things and it undoubvedly content wat oe to tie sn resu. ts 
get from youth when ae corn-detasseling time. : 
VEV manenvecer Srb likes to tell youth that work is a seieek 
can be pleasurable, that it contributes to the welfare of the 
community, and nation, that it dignifies the worker. 


“Mother. ond Youth nacagger meat ceeeinde in June and Saiy 
discuss the detasseling job in its relation to farmers and the 
how workers should condition themselves for the job, their. res 
work, and the parents! part in the program. AY 


AN ORHGOi SOLUTION 
ARO, SMELT | : still in godaton 
you happen to : need the youngsters to get thé job done, . There's i 
new about the situation, but many farm labor people are trying to 
a peacetime aim of preventing as fet as: enc aya any Bashi iensh 
schedules, ‘ 


eeeathicr. 


Here's what they decided: That no uniform procedure for all sections 
county could be Niskceigr ned to) A grower would ask for dismissal of ‘sc. 
pupils only as a last resort and would nake., segntact with the school 
own vicinity 4 or 5 days ahead of the time they were needed, It w 
to start a few days early in large patches, to trade and consolid 
with neighbors, and to use young workers on Saturdays and pen neae 


Several counties used this plan, says ie oar "None of ee 


or harvest work at this time,'! 


HOOSIER BEGINNING aot its start in Tadley with 

| corn detasseling camps there 
since tnat tie the idea has’ spread in several different directi 
American Income Insurance Co. of Indianapolis tells us that the 
used last year in Alabama, Georgia, indiana, Maryland, New Hamp 
South Dakota, and Utah, cn 


tae oiied eae an ees 
adbout South Dakota's tractor a 
ae in bhe Sioux Rity Sodas Journal's 


¥, 


ae Oregon and one from Kisii! oc e attractive mimeographed 
Son school youth in Wisconsin! S PURE CEREEDES Farm Labor News 


a dettera,...That cee County, Iylinois, boys were solving 
“problems. in: asparagus fields in late May with the best boy worker wien 
high as $1.12 per ‘hour....That New York's Farm Labor Pains Nass 


\ 


Se ne ae Michigan has done on a State scale 
SiING ANSWERS what we have long wanted done on a 
i wider basis and what we hope to see ec 
other States in the future. VEV Serco Doris SUS has completed ; 


; Vale 
a 


sure that if you write Mrs. Swimkus at East Teneo she will be glad Ns 
d you a copy of this mimeographed report. Should you fail to see : 
py, here are a few results especially worthy of mention: .- 
“i. Thirty-five out of 76 counties completed and returned the 
1é onnaire, ‘filled out either by the county agent or by the farm labor 


Response came from both "big" and "little" farm labor counties. : 
at. : Ki 

In helping determine workers needed, EFL personnel replied that y 
experience was the best method for live-ins and voted fairly high for 4 


pas survey of labor needs before. recruiting day workers. 


ie “Obtaining enrollment, lists through schools was voted the first choice Si 
Fone tine "live-aways" and day workers alike. The "Buddy-Round—Up" . 


TA selection of youth, experience was named the most /ir mportant . 0 
ation for Aive-ins; ability to get along with others came first 2 


a nee suggested for live-ins was 15.2 years, and 13.1 


—4e t bes gie ita ls ¥ 


— 


Vs "One. central oe ei an se representabive present! got. the 
most votes for a method of dispatching day workers, ay a 


8. Supervision by the grower-enployer was rated the best type of 
supervision over an adult member of the grower's ace at and over a trained, 
employed ficld supervisor, 


oo County, workers reported ‘100 percent agreement in Sater of 
Extension's ee ae and publicizing insurance for all youth woreea se 


10. Of 35 counties reporting, 96 percent have recognized individual 
VFV's fornally and 75 percent thought recognition should be continued in* 
the postwar period, 

There's nothing like southern 

DIXIE TOUR REPORT hospitality, say's’ Roberta Clark of 

. our VFV staff after her visit to 
‘5 Southern States in late May. Roberta appreciated not only the thoughtful 
planning nade for her visit but the new picture of farn labor problens 
which she got from an area she had not visited before. Among then: colored 
workers, migrants and migrant camps, southern "ranches" and livestock farms 
on land converted from row.crops, and the intensive utilization of local . 
youth in the Kentucky-Tennessee strawberry harvest. 


In Mississippi, Mo A. Rowzeé accompanied her in a visit which time and 
again produced evidence that increased industrialization is going to give 
farmers conmetition for labor, .There were just as many evidences of 
increased mechanization, however, and Mississippi is mecting this challenge 
with more training for farm workers,...In southern Georgin, she worked 
with L. C. "Shorty" Walker, southern area farm labor man, and there she 
had. an interesting visit to a nationally kmown soup company's farm where 
tomate plantepulling was in full swing, 4 great many young children—all 
colored—-work in the fields in this area....Visiting just three southern 
counties in South Carolina with W. L. Brannon, Miss Clark’ missed the white 
VFV's who take such a big part in tobacco and peach harvests in that State. 
But she took advantage of the time to see migrants in snap beans and to 
get a thorough view of migrant housing. Naturally, it's increnged her 
interest in pe prepare of migrant boys and girls. iy 

In Tennessee and western Rentucky, ’ she saw by far the greatest ‘number 
of boys and girls in the field, for it was the peak of the strawberry 
harvest. Fred*Colby was her guide in Tennessee and HE. ‘C. Alexander in 
the Bluegrass State. Working conditions, ‘she reports, are generally | 
pleasant for youth although shetd like to see more trucks with end gates. 
And in Kentucky, good county coordination and publicity were Mea to 
meet the really tight labor situation for berries. . 
‘WPeen-age” groups are beginning to 
DIRECT QUOTATIONS seek farm work for the summere ~ 

This type of labor shoul be encouraged. 

It is good for the youth and beneficial to the SACHS «eee s ) Barn 
Labor Pate: he 


ene aie: ye int) up their nae 
ve) ‘else to ees the pons irate Le Putnam, 


H fon] “4 ‘ 3 
fyi 4 . Be 
Tos Mae) 4 


ton ¥ h ‘ \ } 
iD ra i is 


iat be. pola that ebees: ioe are hired 1 NOW, they may find 
ployment and thus be. lost for the entire sumrer for fart works Meee 
Dakota news letter. tea a NIG MeN 
ee ee Beaute (ater ye  Bohjania’ Towne, farm adviser at 
TTA ANGLE ON SAFETY ete - Stuyvesant High School in New York 
oieag . | City, has become particularly interestc 
safety through’ his work in selecting Rae for summer eee i in 


ents, **T6 this suai he has wonicad up two Sep aemiea aieets listing 
and don'ts for the Btuyvesant BLU ip who leave for the farn, 


“reminds” me to remind you that aie 20 to 26 is National Farm “Safety 
ay Maybe you'll agree with me that every week really ought to be farn 


NV oh Oi Reports from many scattered States 
Ly SPEAKIN hae Pedr sme yas certainly indicate that many boys and 
fy ak ‘ girls will be secking farm work this 

| ere..eSone, county people in Pennsylvania, however, say that boys 
sometime want too high wages as live-ins..,..Fifty high school boys in 
heboygan County, Wisconsin, had signed up for pea harvesting in May. They 
ik the place of foreign workers....New Hanpshire farmers are ordering 
ton boys as live-ins....Recruit ing for Connecticut tobacco camps in 
nsylvania this spring seems to have been no problem, with more than 

Wes aan wanting to go 


ce up peach drops, Wath ghost! teachers as sree Prion a yhaea 
Beaty Hew JSESeys reports, "a lot of fine boys and girls are being 


ae during May fron Iowa say many youth were betcha farn work, With 
Eero crop losses in that State we wonder if youngsters will 


> a 


? . fen work ne searts ay “eupLoyment canteen 
i responsibility of the various services in 
43 duties of supervisors, insurance, accidents an 

accounts: ‘for supervisors. ee 


Farn bc hase ee this. yedr-—meaning ‘that ‘Spee t 
4s Eels ‘counties will get the attention of one person “whose Paes 
| to help them make adjustments and do a successful fORy ERE 

of Om Blaged. are big-city youth, chiefly fron 


placing their own city boys on farns within their own counties. 


In 


At any rate, it appears that New York's progran for placing urbay 
summer farn jobs’ may XS here ge ere State ae deers pay 


progran. . 


es Me So | I had rapier e ae 
A TRIP TO VIRGINIA ‘D. Ae Tucker, Virginia's | 
- farm labor supervisor, | in 
Norfolk strawberry area during May. Several Midwestern States are 
field schedules for July, but compe iteh Ge eee have not Yee Note: eee 


Sincerely, yours, 
he : ¢ % 


\ 


roa 4]. St Car 
Irvin H. Schmitt, Chicf ‘ 
Victory Farm Volunteers Divisi 
‘Extension Farm Labor Program a 


‘(Copy to Directors, Editors, SNR K Saag, ae 
State Supervisors) gs 


Teer ¥y 


